
4 THEORY ON DEMAND #4

CONTENTS

Introduction 4

1. A number of arguments against copyright 10
Intellectual property 10
Originality and aura of the star 12
Really an incentive? 15
TRIPS: trade related aspects of intellectual property rights 17
Battle against piracy, or higher priorities?   18
Creative industries, revival of copyright?  19
A number of reasons 20

2. Unsatisfactory alternatives and worse  23
Immense and undesirable 23
Back to the old days 24
Collective ownership 26
Collective collection and fiscalisation  31
Sewing up versus creative commons considerations  32

3. A level cultural playing field  37
From a legal to an economic perspective 37
Competition or anti trust law, too 38
Many cultural entrepreneurs 42
No chance for sneak thieves 43
Cultural diversity 46
Strategic considerations  47

4. The unimaginable?  51
Mini case studies 51
Books  53
Music  55
Films 58
Visual arts, photography and design 61

5. Conclusion  65
Growing doubts 65
Comparable with other intellectual property rights?  65
Many, many artists 69

Bibliography 71


