
vii

Contents

Acknowledgments viii

Introduction 1

1 The “ Mad-  Bad” Criminal Woman 12

Part I Pre-  War Criminal Femmes Fatales

2 Narratives of the Underworld: Violence and Dangerous 
Femininity in Dashiell Hammett’s Labyrinthine Criminal World 35

3 Narratives of Detection: Femme Fatality and the Detective 
“Hero” in Raymond Chandler’s Fiction 52

4 Narratives of Seduction: The Criminal Femme Fatale 
and the “Forbidden Box” in James M. Cain 73

Part II Post-  War Criminal Femmes Fatales 

5 Crime, Sex, and Paranoia in  Post-  War Hardboiled Paperbacks 105

6 The Duality of David Goodis’s Criminal Femmes Fatales 113

7 Mickey Spillane’s C riminal Femmes Fatales and 
the Cold War Vendetta 129

Conclusion 157

Notes 163

Bibliography 192

Index 211


