
  Contents 

 Table of Cases ix 
 Table of Legislation xv 
 Preface xvii 
 Guide to the Companion Website xix 

  1 An introduction to contract law  1 
 Very brief guide to contract law 1 
 Basic study skills for contract law 3 
 Key sources 4 

  2 Elements of a contract I  7 
 Learning outcomes 7 
 Introduction 7 
 The offer 8 
 Acceptance 17 
 Summary 22 
 Further reading 22 
 Companion website 23 

  3 Elements of a contract II  25 
 Learning outcomes 25 
 Introduction 25 
 Defi ning consideration 25 
 Principles of consideration 27 
 Promises to pay more 32 
 Promises to accept less 36 
 Promissory estoppel 37 
 Intention to create legal relations 39 
 Capacity to contract 40 
 Summary 41 
 Reading list 41 
 Companion website 41 

  4 Terms of a contract and exemption clauses  43 
 Learning outcomes 43 
 Introduction 43 
 Distinguishing terms and representations 44 
 Express terms 46 
 Implied terms 47 



vi Beginning Contract Law

 Classifi cation of terms 50 
 Approaching exclusion clauses 52 
 Incorporation of terms into a contract 53 
 Construction 58 
 Validity 59 
 Summary 62 
 Further reading 63 
 Companion website 63 

  5 Misrepresentation  65 
 Learning outcomes 65 
 Defi ning misrepresentation 65 
 Effect of misrepresentation 66 
 Nature of statement 67 
 Inducement 72 
 Categories of misrepresentation 76 
 Excluding liability for misrepresentation 84 
 Summary 85 
 Further reading 85 
 Companion website 85 

  6 Mistake  87 
 Learning outcomes 87 
 Introduction 87 
 Communication mistake 88 
 Common mistake 94 
 Summary 99 
 Further reading 100 
 Companion website 100 

  7 Duress, undue infl uence and illegality  101 
 Learning outcomes 101 
 Introduction 101 
 Duress 102 
 Undue infl uence 105 
 Illegality 108 
 Summary 108 
 Further reading 109 
 Companion website 109 

  8 Privity of contract  111 
 Learning outcomes 111 
 Introduction 111 



 viiContents  

 General rule 111 
 Common law exceptions 114 
 Statutory exceptions 116 
 Summary 118 
 Further reading 118 
 Companion website 118 

  9 Discharge of a contract  119 
 Learning outcomes 119 
 What is meant by discharge of a contract? 119 
 Discharge by agreement 119 
 Discharge by performance 120 
 Discharge by breach 124 
 Discharge by frustration 126 
 Summary 135 
 Further reading 135 
 Companion website 136 

  10 Remedies  137 
 Learning outcomes 137 
 Damages 137 
 Limitations on recovering expectation interest 138 
 Equitable remedies 142 
 Restitutionary remedies 142 
 Penalty clauses 144 
 Summary 145 
 Further reading 145 
 Companion website 145 

 Index 147  


